
YOU’LL RIDE FASTER / YOU’LL 
TAKE YOUR TIME / YOU’LL GO 
NEW PLACES / IT’S INSANELY 
FUN / IT’LL TAKE YOU ON AN 

ADVENTURE / YOU’LL BE qUEEN 
OF THE MOUNTAIN / (KING) / 

YOU CAN AFFORD IT / YOU 
CAN’T BUT YOU DESERVE IT / 

YOU NEED TO TRY SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT / #NEWBIKEWATTS /

YOU MISS WHO YOU USED TO 
BE / AIR. BIG, BIG AIR / YOU 

WANT TO JOIN THE GROUP /

YOU WANT TO GET AWAY / IT’S 
ITALIAN / IT’S BEAUTIFUL / IT’S 

SOOOOOOO LIGHT / IT’S OLD 
SCHOOL / IT’S BLUE / IT’S STEEL /

YOU’VE HAD YOUR OLD BIKE 
FOR YEARS — YOU KNOW WHAT?

JUST BUY THE BIKE.

BECAUSE
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F Snowboarding was 
my first love, actu-
ally. I was intoxicated 
by the way the air 
rushed past me and 
the feel of that thin 
metal edge digging 
into the slope so hard 
it carved swoopy S’s 
into the snow. I used 
to stop at the bottom 
and try to pick out 
my line. I liked that 
out of all the possible 
ways to descend the 
mountain, this was 
the way that only I 
had seen. ¶ Perhaps 
this is why, of all the 
moments that the 
Ritte Ace made me 
feel fast—and there 
were many—this 
one stood out most: 
The eight of us came 
screaming downhill 

into a 90-degree 
right-hander. Before 
we hit the entrance, 
Ryan turned and 
warned me that a 
week before, a friend 
had skidded on his 
side all the way across 
the road, so I feath-
ered the brakes. But 
by now I also trust-
ed the bike, with its 
stiff, light, carbon 
frame built to stand 
up to the g-forces of 
twisting mountain 
descents. The fork 
legs are stout and 
chiseled, the main 
triangle tubes swell 
as they approach the 
bottom bracket, and 
these are no wispy,  
vibration-squashing 
seatstays; they're 
square-edged, with 

some meat to them.  
A longer rear end 
than most race mod-
els helps make the 
Ace stable and plant-
ed going fast. ¶ So I 
set up on the outside, 
pointed my knee, and 
leaned as hard as I 
dared. Weight shifted 
and the Ace bit into 
the tarmac—it didn’t 
corner, it carved. We 
slingshotted out the 
other side, holding 
onto so much speed 
that the bend was 
behind me before 
I could think much 
more about it. But I 
like to believe that in 
a hard turn on some 
quiet road in eastern 
Pennsylvania, my  
line is still there. 
—Gloria Liu

“ tHe ace bit 

 into tHe 

 tarmac— 

 it didn't 

 corner, it 

 carved. 

Ritte Ace
PRicE $2,700 (FRAmESEt)
WEight 14.5 lb, AS 
tEStEd (S)



Photograph by A R T I S T  N A M E

33 Single

111    TheF*#kItList  •  April 2016



F In 2015, the Juli-
ana Furtado was, you 
know, a nice bike, with 
a personality that 
split the difference 
between cross-coun-
try and trail. We rode 
it and liked it. But it 
was overshadowed by 
Juliana’s queen bee, 
the 150mm-travel, 
enduro-capable  
Roubion. ¶ Then 
the Furtado came 
back from summer 
vacation with some 
updates. And we did 
a double take. ¶ The 
bike had clearly lifted 
a few notes from its 
bad-girl big sister: 
The 2016 version has 
a one-degree slacker 
head angle, shorter 
rear end, and longer 
top tube. Rear-wheel 

travel increased a 
smidgen to 130mm, 
and Juliana gave the 
VPP suspension a 
new tune that better 
resists bottom-outs. 
¶ It all combined for 
a fiercer, take-less-
shit attitude. On fast, 
rocky, steep down-
hills, the Furtado con-
sistently rode like a 
bigger bike—so well 
that I had to keep 
reminding myself it 
had only 130mm of 
travel. When the trail 
got butt-over-back-
wheel steep, the slack-
er and longer geom-
etry helped me keep 
my cool. When loose 
rocks and ruts made 
things messy, the 
Furtado held its line. 
I had to push hard to 

find the Furtado’s lim-
its—the suspension 
stood up to respect-
able drops and jumps, 
even onto less-than-
ideal landings. But the 
Furtado doesn’t just 
play, it can work too. 
During a flat and fast 
XC race filled with 
tight turns, the bike 
handled with impres-
sive quickness and 
accuracy, allowing me 
to dive and weave nim-
bly through the trees. 
¶ The Furtado’s always 
been a good bike, so 
this isn’t a comeback. 
It’s a coming of age. 
The new Furtado is all 
grown up and ready 
to get loose. With a 
wingwoman this slick,  
we’ll happily step 
up.—Gloria Liu

“ tHe 

 updates 

 to tHe 

 furtado 

 combined 

 for a 

 fiercer, 

 take- 

 less-sHit 

 attitude. 

Juliana Furtado c S
PRicE $4,699
WEight 28.7 lb (S)




